Research problems in Political Science
A PhD course held at Stockholm, Dept. of Political Science
7.5 ECTS

Course content
The aim of the course is to develop the abilities of the participants to find, describe, develop and
evaluate research problems in political science in general and in research conducted at the
Department of Political Science at Stockholm University in particular. This is done through a mix
of lectures, seminars and exercises in which doctoral students, individually and in groups, select
and discuss research problems in their own fields of expertise as well as in the fields of others.
Particular emphasis is given to understanding research problems in modern classics in different
sub-disciplines of political science. The term ‘research problem’ is used generically to denote a
sufficient reason or set of reasons for conducting demanding research on the basis of a given
question. Specific and alternative understandings and instantiations of the concept are explored
throughout the course in light of various research traditions and theories. An additional aim of the
course is to introduce and stimulate reflections on the ethical dimensions of how political science
is conducted and communicated in society at large.

Assignments
Participants will be asked to select three pieces of literature within their own fields of expertise,
comprising maximally 50 pages in total (the number of articles and pages may be adjusted in light
of the number of course participants). One of those pieces will be presented in class by the
participant him/herself and the other will be presented by another course participant with a
different thematic specialization. These pieces of literature should be selected and presented with
the purpose of allowing discussion of examples of research questions which the course participants
themselves find worth pursuing, and examples of general criteria for identifying such questions.

Examination
The course is examined on the basis of seminar participation, oral presentation of research
problems and literatures, and a maximally ten pages long research paper which demonstrates
reading of the course literature as well as skills mentioned in the course aim.

The paper should discuss the course literature in relation to one or several ideas of what constitutes
a good research problem. Papers may also include reflections on the definition and role of research
problems in the research presented in the course literature.

In addition to the main paper of the course, it is compulsory also to hand in two to three pages of
reflection on ethical dimensions on the conduct of research in political science, as introduced in
one of the guest lectures.

All learning activities in the course are compulsory.

Learning outcomes
Upon completion of the course participants should be able to:
-

find, describe, develop and evaluate research problems in different areas and traditions of
political science

-

distinguish different conceptions or elements of research problems in political science and
relate those conceptions or elements to each other

-

present orally in an authoritative way research problems within their own fields of expertise
and in political science more generally

-

identify and reflect upon ethical dimensions of the ways in which political science is
conducted and communicated in society at large.

The teaching staff
-

Hans Agné is Associate professor in Political Science at Stockholm.

Apart from Hans, who is the main teacher on the course, the following teachers are
recurrently invited to represent various traditions within political science research:
-

Karin Bäckstrand, Professor in Environmental Social Science, Stockholm University

-

Eva Erman, Professor in Political Science, Stockholm University

-

Michele Micheletti, Professor in Political Science, Stockholm University

-

Ulf Mörkenstam, Associate professor in Political Science, Stockholm University

-

Maria Wendt, Associate professor in Political Science, Stockholm University

Please note that the composition of the teaching staff might vary.

Course literature
(Preliminary, and to be supplemented by texts selected by participants as part of the course)

The course literature primarily consists of reading assignments by the lecturers to be presented at
course start as well as the materials selected and presented by doctoral students within the course.
The number of articles and book excerpts to be selected by each course participant will depend on
the total number of course participants, so as to arrive at an appropriate number of pages and
workload for a 7.5 credits course.
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17449057.2014.926611
Kymlicka, Will, 1995. Multicultural Citizenship. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-33.
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On the themes chosen by course participants
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